Part A Introduction

Program: HMgindi{sR l "Class : B.A. | Year: 4" Year | Session: 2024-25
Research
Subject: Sociology _
1 | Course Code A4-SOCI 1M :1
2 Course Title Sociological Research Methods ]
3 Course Type (Core ' R -
Course!EfeI::tigfe/Generic‘ Sub‘\lec‘k_ gPam% e
Elective/Vocational)
4 Pre-requisite ° ' To study this course, student must have had the
. Sociology Degree Course
5 | Course Learning 1. Understand the fundamental principles and
outcomes (CLO) theories underpinning sociological research,
including its historical context and contemporary
relevance.

2. Demonstrate proficiency in identifying and
formulating  research  questions that are
sociologically signilicant, fcasible, and cthically
sound.

3. Gain competence in  designing  research ‘
instruments such as surveys. interviews. |
observations, and experiments, while considering
issues of reliability, validity, and bias.

4. Cultivate ethical awareness and sensitivity to the
ethical considerations inherent in sociological
research, including issues of confidentiality,
informed consent, and the protection of human
subjects.

5. Engage in collaborative research activities and
demonstrate the ability to work effectively in
interdisciplinary and multicultural research
teams, fostering intellectual exchange and mutual

_____ o wespect.
6 | Credit Value 04 - B ]
7 Total Marks | Max. Marks: 30+70 | Min. Passing Marks:35

Part B- Content of the Course

Total No. of Lectures-Tutorials-Practical (in hours per week): L-T-P: 02-00-00=

| Unit | Topics

\ No. of Lectures

@

e
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Research in Sociology

Social Research - Meaning, Nature & Scope
Alternatives to Social Research (Common
Sense, Personal Experiences, Premature
Closure & Halo Effect)

Syadvada and Sambhavada : Posituvism and
global perspective in Indian Scriptures
Sociological Imagination in Social Research
(C W Mills)

Durkheim and Sociological Research

The Bearing of Empirical Research on
Sociological Theory (R K Merton)
Sociometry & its use in Quantitative
Research

Keyword- Verstehen, Naturalism, Ethogenics,
Internal validity, Replication, Deductive Theorising,
Inductive Theorising, Empirical Generalisation,
‘Middle Range Theory

12

Il

Objectivity in Social Research

Durkheim on Objectivity
Weber on Objectivity
Popper on Objectivity -

Reflexivity in Social Research

Gouldner and Reflexivity
Garfinkle: Reflexivity through

- Ethnomethodology

Bourdieu: Reflexive Sociology

Keyword- Social Facts, Value Neutral Sociology

12
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I

Historical Method in Social Research
e. The Historical Method in Sociology
e The Inductive Method: The Evolutionists (A
Comte. H Spencer) & The Ethnologists
(Radcliffe-Brown)
e The Deductive Method: The Social
Anthropologists (Radcliffe-Brown)

Comparative Method in Social Research

e Durkheim and Comparative Method

e Radcliffe-Brown and Comparative Method

e Weber’s Comparative Analysis

e Murdock’s Comparative Method and The
Use of Statistics

Keyword- Metaphoric Use of History. Substantive

Use of History. Method of Apt illustration. Cultural
Relativism, Historical Particularism

12

1A%

Ethnological Method & Ethnomethodology
e The Ethnological Method (F Graebner, W H
R Rivers, E Smith & W J Perry)
e [Ethnomethodology & its use by Harold
Garfinkel

Ethnographic Method in Social Research

e Ethnographic Method & use of Ethnography
by Bronislaw Malinowski

e Use of Ethnographic Method in Fieldwork

e Merits and Demerits of Ethnographic Method

Keyword- Indexicality, Accounts, Documentary
Method, Kula ring. Netnography.  Cyber-
Ethnography, Digital Ethnography

12

Case Study Method
e Case Study Method & its significance in
Sociology
e Life History Method
e Genealogy & its use in Social Research
Feminist Methodology
e Feminist Methodology & critique of the
dominant Androcentric Methodologies
e Feminist Empirical Approach
e Feminist Essentialism

Keyword- Participant Observation, Feminist,
Androcentric, Empirical Approach

12
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Total 60 —\
Lecture

Text Books, Reference Books, Other resources

Part C-Learning Resources |

Suggested Readings: |
1. Bryman, A. 2004. Quantity and Quality in Social Research, Routledge: New York. '
2. Durkheim, E. 1958. The Rules of Sociological Methods, The Free Press: New York. !
3. Giddens, A. 2009. Sociology. Polity Press: Cambridge:

4. Goode, M. J., Hatt, P. K. 2006. Methods in Social Research, Surjeet Publications: Delhi.

5. Merton, R. 1972, Social Theory and Social Structure, Delhi: Arvind Publishing House.

6. Ritzer, G. & Goodman, D. J. (2004). Sociological Theory., pp. A1A22. New York :
McgrawHill.

7. Weber, M. (1949). The Methodology of the Social Sciences, New York: Free Press Pp 49-112.

8. Bourdieu, P., (1977). Outline of a Theory of Practice,Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.

9. Bourdieu, P., (1990) The Logic of Practice, Polity, Cambridge.

10. Bourdieu, P. (2004). Science of Science and Retiexivity. Stanford University Press, Palo Alto.

11. Bourdieu, P., Waquant, L.. (1992) An Invitation to Reflexive Sociology, Polity, Cambridge.

12. Fries, C.J., (2009). Bourdieu’s Reliexive Sociology as a Theoretical Basis for Mixed Methods
Research: An Application to Complementary and Alternative Medicine. Journal of Mixed
Methods Research, Vol. 3 No. 4, October, pp. 326-348. 1

13. Tsekeris, C., Katrivesis, N., (2008), Reflexivity in Sociological Theory and Social Action,
Philosophy, Sociology, Psychology and Hlstory, Vol 7, No.1. ppl-12

14. Chickering, Roger. 1993. Karl Lamprecht: A German Academic Life (1856-1915) (Studies In
German Histories), Atalantic Highlands: NJ: Humanities Press.

15. Dhanagare, D N. 2007 b. “Practising Sociology through History. The Indian Experience — IL.”
Economic and Political Weekly 42 (34): 3499-3508.

16. Goldenweiser, A. 1925. © Diffusionism and the American School of Historical Ethnology.”
American Journal of Sociology. 19-38. Retrieved from http:// www.j stor.org/stable/2764879.

17. Mary Bouquet. 2015. “Genealogy in Anthropology,” Edited by James D. Wright. International
Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavioral Sciences (Second Edition), (Elsevier) 806-812.

18. Srinivas, M.N. 1983. Methods in Social Anthropology. The Major Writings on Method by the |
Founder of the Scientific Study of Social Anthropology. A.R. Radeliffe Brown. Edited by M.N. |
Srinivas. New Delhi: Hindustan Publishing Corporation.

19. Beteille, A. 2002, Sociology: Essays on Approach and Method, New Delhi: Oxford University
Press.

20. Radcliffe Brown, A.R. 1958, Methods in Social Anthropology, Delhi: Asia Publishing

Corporation.
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21. Yin, Robert K. 2003. Applications of Case Study Research. New Delhi: Sage.

22. Malinowski, Bronislaw. 1922. Argonauts of the Western Pacific. London: Routledge and
Kegan Paul.

23. Murthy, Dhiraj. 2008. Digital Ethnography: An Examination of the Use of New Technologies
for Social Research. Sociology 42(5): 837-855. O’ Reilly, Karen. 2005. Ethnographic

" Methods. London: Routledge.

24. Garfinkel, Harold. 1967. Studies in Ethnomethodology, New Jersey: Prentice Hall.

25. Schutz, Alfred. 1932. The Phenomenology of the Social World, Evanston: Northwestern |
University Press. |

26. Feminist Epistemologies (pp. 83-100), New York: Routledge.

27. Caroline Ramazanoglu and Janet Holland. (2002). Feminist Methodology. Challenges and
Choices, London: Sage Publications.
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Suggested equivalent online courses:
1. http://egyvankosh.ac.in 34
2. http:/:

LA -~

syankosh.ac.in 0 _
3 i'ntp:.:".-"cu\'&ni\'osh.uc.n| handle/123456789/88612

Part D-Assessment and Evaluation

Suggested Continuous Evaluation Methods:
Maximum Marks : 100

Continuous Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE) : 30 marks University Exam (UE) 70 marks

Internal Assessment : Class Test Assignment/Presentation

Continuous 0
Comprehensive 3
Evaluation (CCE):30

External Assessment | Section(A) : Very Short Questions _

: University Exam Section (B) : Short Questions

Section: 70 Section (C) : Long Questions 70
Time : 03.00 Hours

Any remarks/ suggestions:
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S‘uggestled Readings:
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14.
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16.
17.
18.

19.
20.

Bryman, A. 2004. Quantity and Quality in Social Research, Routledge: New York.

Durkheim, E. 1958. The Rules of Sociological Methods, The Free Press: New York.

Giddens, A. 2009. Sociology. Polity Press: Cambridge:

Goode, M. J., Hatt, P. K. 2006. Methods in Social Research, Surjeet Publications: Delhi.
Merton, R. 1972, Social Theory and Social Structure. Delhi: Arvind Publishing House.

Ritzer, G. & Goodman. D. J. (2004). Sociological Theory.. pp. Al A22. New York : McgrawHill.
Weber, M. (1949). The Methodology of the Social Sciences. New York: Free Press Pp 49-112.
Bourdieu, P., (1977), Outline of a Theory of Practice,Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.
Bourdieu, P., (1990) The Logic of Practice, Polity, Cambridge.

. Bourdieu, P. (2004). Science of Science and Refiexivity. Stanford University Press, Palo Alto.
. Bourdieu, P., Waquant, L., (1992) An Invitation to Reflexive Sociology, Polity, Cambridge.
. Fries, C.J., (2009). Bourdieu’s Relexive Sociology as a Theoretical Basis for Mixed Methods

Research: An Application to Complementary and Alternative Medicine, Journal of Mixed Methods
Research, Vol. 3 No. 4, October, pp. 326-3438.

Tsekeris, C., Katrivesis, N., (2008), Reflexivity in Sociological Theory and Social Action,
Philosophy, Sociology. Psychology and Hlstory, Vol 7, No.1, ppl-12

Chickering, Roger. 1993. Karl Lamprecht: A German Academic Life (1856-1915) (Studies In German
Histories), Atalantic Highlands: NJ: Humanities Press.

Dhanagare, D N. 2007 b. “Practising Sociology through History. The Indian Experience — IL.”
Economic and Political Weekly 42 (34): 3499-3508.

Goldenweiser, A. 1925. * Diffusionism and the American School of Historical Ethnology.” American
Journal of Sociology, 19-38. Retrieved from http:/ www.jstor.org/stable/2764879.

Mary Bouquet. 2015. “Genealogy in Anthropology,” Edited by James D. Wright. International
Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavioral Sciences (Second Edition), (Elsevier) 806-812.

Srinivas, M.N. 1983. Methods in Social Anthropology, The Major Writings on Method by the
Founder of the Scientific Study of Social Anthropology. A.R. Radcliffe Brown. Edited by M.N.
Srinivas. New Delhi: Hindustan Publishing Corporation.

Beteille, A. 2002, Sociology: Essays on Approach and Method, New Delhi: Oxford University Press.
Radcliffe Brown, A.R. 1958, Methods in Social Anthropology, Delhi: Asia Publishing Corporation.
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e ’7 21. Yin, Robert K. 2003. Applications of Case Study Research. New Delhi: Sage.

22. Malinowski, Bronislaw. 1922. Argonauts of the Western Pacific. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul.

23. Murthy, Dhiraj. 2008. Digital Ethnography: An Examination of the Use of New Technologies for
Social Research. Sociology 42(5): 837-855. O’ Reilly, Karen. 2005. Ethnographic Methods. London:
Routledge.

24. Garfinkel, Harold. 1967. Studies in Ethnomethodology. New Jersey: Prentice Hall.

25. Schutz, Alfred. 1932. The Phenomenology of the Social World, Evanston: Northwestern University
Press.

26. Feminist Epistemologies (pp. 83-100). New York: Routledge.

27. Caroline Ramazanoglu and Janet Holland. (2002). Feminist Methodology. Challenges and Choices,
London: Sage Publications.
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